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The last year has been a cornerstone in the history of
Madagascar's conservation politics. The announcement of
President Marc Ravelomanana at the World Parks Kon-
gress to triple the size of Madagascar's protected areas made
the world news. Subsequently the World Bank released
money to expand protected areas, establish conservation
sites in forests and transfer forest management responsibil-
ities to local communities.
While conservation politics make huge progress, data from
the field are no less exciting. Two studies report new sites for
Hapalemur simus near Andasibe/Perinet (see the contribu-
tions by Rakotosamimanana and collaborators and Dolch
and collaborators). These discoveries made me reconsider
an earlier report of the presence of Hapalemur simus in
Zahamena in 1995. By then, the report was questioned and
eventually withdrawn. Once again, the new discoveries
have demonstrated that we still know little even about Mad-
agascar's best known and most studied group of vertebrates.
It is certainly worth surveying any site in Madagascar with-
out preconceptions. We are looking forward to more exciting
news for the jubilee edition, Number 10.
Finally, we have another novelty: the present volume of Le-
mur News is the first where we have more Malagasy than
foreign authors in total and as first authors. This is a very
fine demonstration of the capacity of the new generation of
biologists and conservationists in Madagascar.
Just a reminder for our contributors (since nobody reads the
Instructions for Contributors anyhow): PLEASE follow the
Instructions for Contributors. In particular: do not integrate
any artwork or scanned photos into the textfile. The figures
lose quality every time they are transformed. Also if the let-
tering can not be read in the original figures you should not
be too surprised if it can not be read in the published manu-
script either

Jörg U. Ganzhorn

President Marc Ravalomanana to triple
the size of Madagascar's network of pro-
tected areas

News from the World Parks Congress:
In an effort to safeguard tens of thousands animal and plant
species found nowhere else in the world, the government of
Madagascar announced that it will more than triple the size
of its network of areas under protection from 1.7 million
hectares to 6 million hectares over the next five years. Un-
der the plan, the government will expand its terrestrial cov-
erage from 1.5 million hectares to 5 million hectares and its
costal and marine-area coverage from 200,000 hectares to 1
million hectares. Madagascar’s President Marc Ravaloma-
nana made the announcement before thousands of dele-
gates at the 5th World Parks Congress in Durban, South Af-
rica. Deforestation has taken its toll on the island, reducing
the country’s forest from 20 million hectares to 9 million
hectares over the last 20 years. "We can no longer afford to
sit back and watch our forests go up in flames," President

Ravalomanana said. "This is not just Madagascar’s biodi-
versity, it is the world’s biodiversity. We have the firm politi-
cal will to stop this degradation."
The world’s fourth largest island, Madagascar has only been
inhabited for about 2,000 years. As a result, its plant and an-
imal life developed in pristine isolation and it now teems
with species found nowhere else. It is home to some 10,000
endemic plant species, 316 endemic reptile species and 109
endemic bird species. It is also home to about 70 primate
taxa found only there, making it the world’s top priority for
primate conservation.
The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), Conservation In-
ternational (CI) and WWF are among the international and
national organizations supporting the government in this
effort. The new protected areas are part of Madagascar’s
long-term commitment to preserve the remaining 10 to 20
percent of its primary forest and encourage local communi-
ties to engage in sustainable land use. Through sustainable
conservation and plans to turn the country into a regional
leader in ecotourism, the government hopes to meet its goal
of reducing poverty by 50 percent over the next 12 years.
"This commitment recognizes the importance of parks as a
way to both protect biodiversity and to promote sustaina-
bility and national development in the rural landscape,"
said Dr. John G. Robinson, senior vice president of WCS’s
International Conservation programs. "Madagascar is
clearly leading the way towards this vision by promoting
long-term partnerships with all sectors of civil society."
"This is one of the most important announcements in the
history of biodiversity conservation," said CI President Rus-
sell Mittermeier. "Madagascar is one of the world’s highest
priority hotspots and a leading megadiversity country, with
levels of endemism unlike anyplace on Earth. President
Ravalomanana’s commitment to more than triple the area
under conservation was unimaginable a few years ago and
needs the fullest possible international recognition and sup-
port." Under the plan, the government will launch a consul-
tative, science-based process to choose the best sites for new
protected areas based on the need to protect large wild
places and the identification of threatened species that are
currently outside the protected area network, called "gap
species". The government also wants to create wildlife corri-
dors that connect existing parks, preserve rare habitats and
protect watersheds. "This historic decision is a gift to the
Earth that clearly signals Madagascar’s commitment to sav-
ing its unique and spectacular wildlife and habitats," said
Dr. Claude Martin, WWF Director General. "President Ra-
valomanana should be applauded and recognized as a global
leader in nature conservation." Currently, Madagascar’s 1.7
million hectares of conservation areas cover about 3 % of the
country’s surface. These new areas will put the government
on track to safeguard 10 % of its territory over the next five
years.

World Bank Gives Madagascar Record
Environment Grant

NAIROBI (Reuters) - The World Bank (news - web sites) has
approved its largest environment grant to help the Indian
Ocean island of Madagascar protect its unique environment
and native species, the bank said on Wednesday. Madagas-
car, the world's fourth largest island, has a unique array of
wildlife, flora and fauna but the impoverished country has
few funds available to address conservation concerns. The
grant of $49 million will be used to expand protected areas,
establish conservation sites in forests and transfer forest
management responsibilities to local communities.
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The Margot Marsh Biodiversity Foun-
dation / Conservation International Pri-
mate Action Fund – 2003-2004

The Primate Action Fund (PAF) contributes to global bio-
diversity conservation by providing strategically targeted,
catalytic support for the conser-
vation of endangered nonhu-
man primates and their natural
habitats. In June 2003, William
R. Konstant transferred the
management of the Primate Ac-
tion Fund to Anthony Rylands,
Senior Director at the Center
for Applied Biodiversity Sci-
ence at Conservation Interna-
tional. Ella Outlaw, Executive
Assistant to Russell A Mitter-
meier, is responsible for draw-
ing up grant agreements, dis-
bursement of funds and the fi-
nancial accounting.
Thirty-three projects were supported during the period
March 2003 – March 2004. Eleven were distribution surveys
and population estimates, key aspects for the evaluation of
conservation status, and in some cases resulting in taxo-
nomic rearrangements and even the discovery of new spe-
cies. A further nine projects involved studies emphasizing
the ecology and behavioural ecology of primate groups.
Other topics included environmental education, conserva-
tion workshops, research on specific conservation problems,
genetics and the Neotropical database of primate localities.
The average grant was $3630 (the maximum award is
$5000). We were disappointed in the small number of pro-
posals submitted for lemur conservation - only two awards
were made in 2003. We hope that we can increase this num-
ber considerably in the next 2004-2005 cycle of grants.
� A conservation genetics survey of wild lemurs in and

around Ranomafana National Park, Madagascar – Toni
Lynn Morelli, State University of New York at Stony
Brook, NY, USA..

� Capture and recapture of Propithecus sp. in Tsinjoarivo,
Madagascar - Kenneth Glander, Duke University, Dur-
ham, North Carolina.

Having been directly involved in this fund for the first time
over this year, I have been able to witness at first hand its
immense usefulness and the enormous benefits it has in
terms of primate conservation and research. Besides their
direct impact on conservation and our understanding of con-
servation issues, small grants such as these enable the
maintenance, and I would say the growth, of a conservation
competence in the habitat countries, both in terms of exper-
tise as well as active personnel – students, technicians, re-
searchers and administrators. The conservation benefits of
these small grants are considerable – in many countries the
money goes a very long way – and way beyond the results
seen in the final report in terms of their catalytic effect and
the seed effect on the development of larger and more long-
term conservation efforts.
The Margot Marsh Biodiversity Foundation has awarded a
further grant to Conservation International for a new cycle
of Primate Action Fund grants: March 2004 – March 2005.
Funding will be available as from June 2004. For applica-
tion guidelines, please write to Anthony B. Rylands (address
below).
Projects submitted to the foundation are considered if they
have one or more of the following characteristics:
� a focus on critically endangered and endangered nonhu-

man primates living in their natural habitats;

� location in areas of high overall biodiversity and under
great threat (for example, biodiversity hotspots, mega-
diversity countries) - to ensure maximum multiplier ef-
fect for each project;

� direction and management by nationals from the tropical
countries, to help increase local capacity for implement-
ing biodiversity conservation;

� the ability to strengthen international networks of field-
based primate specialists and enhance their capacity to
be successful conservationists; and

� projects that result in publication of information on en-
dangered primate species in a format that is useful both
to experts and the general public.

Projects should contribute to at least one, and preferably
more, of the following themes:
� Enhancement of scientific understanding/knowledge of

the target species/ecosystem;
� improved protection of a key species, habitat, or reserved

area;
� demonstration of economic benefit achieved through con-

servation of a species and its habitat, as compared to loss
thereof;

� increased public awareness or educational impact result-
ing from the project in question;

� improved local capacity to carry out future conservation
efforts through training or practical experience obtained
through project participation; and

� modification of inappropriate policies or legislation that
previously led t species or habitat decline.

Anthony B. Rylands, MMBF/CI Primate Action Fund,
Center for Applied Biodiversity Science, Conservation In-
ternational, 1919 M Street NW, Suite 600, Washington, DC
20036, USA, a.rylands@conservation.org.

IPS Conservation Fund

The IPS Conservation Committee has recently awarded
over $6300 in Conservation Small Grants. Seven applica-
tions were received from primatologists studying in all of
the continents in which primates naturally occur, and four
awards were made. The following individuals received
grants for their excellent projects: Dilip Chetry (India) for a
project titled "Non-human primate survey in Nongkhyllem
Wildlife Sanctuary, Meghalaya, India". Entang Iskandar
(Indonesia) for a project titled "Population survey of the
Javan gibbon (Hylobates moloch) at the Gunung Halimun
National Park, West Java, Indonesia". Pierre Kakule (Con-
go) for a project titled "Environmental education for the con-
servation of primates at the Tayna Centre for Conservation
Biology". Karenina Morales (El Salvador) for a project titled
"Survey and census of spider monkeys in El Salvador". Con-
gratulations to Dilip, Entang, Pierre, and Karenina for their
outstanding proposals and good luck with the projects.
These grants were made possible by generous contributions
to the IPS Conservation Fund from many IPS members.
We are planning on awarding another set of grants within
the next year, so keep your eyes open for the announcement
and keep those contributions coming. You can make a con-
tribution to the IPS Conservation Fund (or General Fund) at
any time at the IPS website:
http://www.asp.org/IPS/MembersOnly/selectloginoptions.

Claudio Padua, IPS VP for Conservation
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